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Preface 
This guide was created as part of a Wood Badge project intended to educate and guide the scouts and 
parents, especially new scouts and scout parents of BSA Troop 70. It is intended to be continuously 
updated to provide new information to scouts and scouters and answer frequently (or even not so 

frequently) asked questions. There are so many acronyms and terms used in scouting that those who are 
familiar with them often forget that new scouts and parents are unfamiliar with the jargon. Hopefully this 

guide can shed some light on some of those mysteries. 
 

 



P A T R O L  R E S O U R C E  B O O K  

 

Chapter 1 Welcome 

How can we help you? How can you help us? 

ften there is such a huge adjustment whenever a cub scout crosses over into 
our troop. The new scouts adapt quickly and are soon on their way to fitting 
into the troop, learning essential scout skills and climbing that advancement 
ladder. The biggest adjustment, though, may be for the scout’s parent. Things 

operate very differently in our troop than the scout pack you came from. We hope you 
will come to understand the way we do things and how we would like you to be a 
contributing member of our troop. The troop is very fortunate to have strong parental 
involvement and highly trained leaders. Our hope is that you, parent and scout, will grow 
with us and help us in adult and youth leadership. 

This guide will help you understand some of the workings of troop 70, provide you with 
some thoughts and give you resources to help you along. This guide is not static. It is 
expected to change and grow with inputs from parents, leaders and scouts. New parents 
are an especially valuable resource in improving this guide. If there is something you’ve 
never heard before or an idea that is confusing, let us know. If you have a question about 
it, chances are, many other people do too. 

How to be Successful in the Troop.  

You are a Boy Scout now. That’s a big leap from Cub Scouts. In Cub Scouts you had so 
many people looking out for you, helping you to advance and to grow. In Boy Scouts 
you will face many new challenges and be expected to accept new responsibilities. One 
of the biggest challenges facing you is taking responsibility for your advancement. There 
will be a lot of scout skills you learn from older boys and perhaps even boys your own 
age. Sometimes adults will be teaching these skills. Instruction will be provided but you 
are responsible for making sure you have mastered these skills and can demonstrate 
them. You will coordinate getting your handbook signed off. You will sign up for 
Scoutmaster conferences and boards of review when it is time for you to advance. In 
Cub Scouts your parents lead you along the way. Now that you are a Boy Scout, you will 
be leading yourself, and then eventually leading other boys. 

You are a Boy Scout Parent. There are many paths you can choose. Some parents drop 
off their sons in the parking lot and pick them up a few hours later. Some hover over 
their sons ensuring that they are successful, behave and make no mistakes. The most 
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successful boys have parents who are involved in the troop, yet allow the boys to lead 
themselves, to allow them to make mistakes and to allow them grow. 

Boy Lead is not Just a Dream  

Our troop is boy lead. The adults serve as advisors and chauffeurs and ensure safety if 
necessary. The boys do the yearly and monthly planning, choose locations for camping, 
choose service projects and determine the goals of the troop. They run troop and Patrol 
Leaders’ Council meetings. They organize and lead service projects. 

The troop operates on the patrol method. We currently have three patrols. Each of these 
patrols has a patrol leader elected by the patrol. They report to the senior patrol leader 
who is elected by the entire troop. On campouts, each patrol independently does their 
own meal planning, shopping and cooking. Each patrol has their own area of the 
campsite. The adults form their own patrol and have their own area of the campsite. The 
activity planned for the trip, though, is sometimes performed by the entire troop. 

Your Turn Will Come  

You are new. You have a lot to learn. Before long you will be one of the older scouts 
and be leading this troop. You are our future. We want you to be prepared. You can do 
great things. You are a Boy Scout. 
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Chapter 2 Rules and Guidelines

òSomethings are not written, you just know what to do.ó 

nfortunately when we join a new organization we undergo a time when we 
have to figure out the culture of that group. That is, we need to learn all of the 
courtesies, manners and etiquette that is not written down. These unwritten 
rules sometimes are confusing. Knowing the rules makes it easier. Scouts and 

Scouters have offered the following “rules” to follow. Some of these rules are common 
sense, some are etiquette, some are rules that we follow even though we haven’t written 
them down. Here are comments from scouts and adults without editing. The scouts’ 
unwritten rules affect how they interact with each other. These rules should be updated 
from time to time with additions, deletions and modifications. First, the scouts’ list 

Scoutsô Unwritten Rules  

These rules were submitted by scouts.  

 Your youth leaders are in charge. If they tell you to do something, don’t 
complain 

 If you have a problem, talk to your patrol leader. The patrol leader can talk to 
the SPL. The SPL can talk to the adults. Don’t break the chain of command. 

 Respect the older scouts. 

 Foul language is a no-no. 

 Don’t lock the trailer at the campsite unless the SPL tells you to. 

 Take care of your tent. 

 No sheath knives. 

 Try the food. 

 Be nice 

 Don’t forget your mess kit. 

 Be quiet after lights out. 

Chapter 
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 Lights out means ALL lights. Don’t keep people awake by reading in the tent at 
night. 

 Everybody comes back to the church to unload. 

 All trades are final. 

 Don’t clean the dutch oven with soap. 

 Take all of your trash out of the car when you get to the campsite and when you 
get back to the church 

 Load troop gear in the trailer before personal gear. 

 Carry troop gear to the campsite before personal gear. 

 The grubmaster has first choice of leftover food, then the patrol, then the troop. 
Anything left over is trash. 

 No storing food in the garage. 

 Keep the latrine clean 

 What goes in the fire, stays in the fire 

 It’s OK to ask for help. 

 Accept your nickname 

 You can impeach your elected leaders if they are not doing their job. 

 

Adu ltsô Unwritten Rules  

Interestingly, most of the unwritten rules submitted by adults concerned the roles and 
actions of adults rather than the actions of the boys or the troop. 

 If your son is the grubmaster, allow him to shop with as little guidance as 
possible. New scouts will need more guidance. Older scouts should need none. 

 No smoking in front of the boys. 

 Your son is just another scout that the Patrol Leader and Senior Patrol leader is 
responsible for. Allow them to lead and correct themselves. You are on the 
camping trip as an adult leader, not as a parent. 

 If you come on a camping trip you are expected to camp in a tent. 
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 Do not hesitate to intervene for safety reasons unless the boys are already 
handling it appropriately. 

 Do not caravan to the campground. 

 Maintain a positive attitude. 

 Post camping pics to Facebook. It allows the parents to be better connected to 
the troop. 

 Camp as often as you can. 

 Clear announcements at troop meetings with the SPL. 

 Allow the Senior Patrol Leader to run the PLC with little to no interruption. 

 Don’t talk down to the boys. 

 Failure is an option. 

 No profanity or inappropriate language. 

 Volunteer for something that needs to be done at the troop. The committee 
chair can let you know what is available.  
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Chapter 3 Camping 

hat happens on a camping trip? If you have never been on a troop camping 
trip, you might have very little idea of what’s going on. Each camping trip is 
unique in its own way. Most camping trips, though, follow a basic routine 
set of tasks that the senior patrol leader coordinates. The best way to 

understand this is by going on a few camping trips and see how independently the boys 
perform their duties. One of the tasks in this chapter is to explain that routine.  

Camping Map  

Troop 70 camps in 4 different states. Most of the sites are identified by push pins on the 
following map. 

 

Chapter 
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Camping Trip Tasks  

Here are the normal chain of events that go into the execution of a camping trip. The 
camping locations and dates for the year were set at the annual planning meeting held in 
August. 

Three weeks prior: Planning begun for the camping trip. A grubmaster is chosen and 

a menu is developed. Money is collected from those going on the trip. 
 

Two weeks prior: Last chance for money to be collected  

 

Two days before trip grubmaster buys groceries and does any pre-preparation 

 

Day Before Trip (Thursday): Some troop gear loaded into the trailer 

 

Friday: Church 
 Meet at 7:00.  

 Load up troop gear 

 Load up personal gear 

 Fall in for attendance 

 Verify everyone has a ride, go to the car you are riding in 

Friday: Drive to campground  

Friday Campsite 
 SPL coordinates unloading trailer 

 SPL determines where each patrol will camp in the campsite 

 Troop gear carried to campsite 

 Personal gear carried to campsite 

 Patrols set up their individual areas 

 ½ of the patrol sets up patrol gear 

 ½ of the patrol sets up tents 

 Free time and Friday night snack 

 Lights out 
 

Saturday Campsite 
 Hot Breakfast 

 Prep Lunch if it will be at another location 

 Cleanup 

 Activity time 

 Lunch in campsite or other location 

 Activity time complete 

 Start prep for dinner 
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 Get coals started for dutch oven cooking 

 Cooking 

 Dinner 

 Cleanup 

 Start fire 

 Campfire program 

 Extinguish fire 

 Lights out 

Sunday Campsite 
 Scouts own service 

 Breakfast  

 Cleanup 

 Strike camp 

 Load troop gear 

 Load personal gear 

 Quiet time 
Sunday: Drive to church arrive approx. 12:00  

 Unload trailer 

 Stow troop equipment in garage 

 Divide up extra food 

 Go home 
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Types of Camping Trips  

 

Tent Camping 

Most of the camping the troop will be doing will be in tents. 
The scouts sleep in troop tents and the adults normally bring 
their own tents. Adults are free to borrow a troop tent for 
camping if there are extras 

 

 

 

Adirondack Shelter Camping 

At times the troop will be sleeping in 
Adirondack type shelters instead of tents. 
They are three sided shelters with platforms 
for sleeping.  

 

 

 

Frostbite Camping 

Troop 70’s January camping trip is called its Frostbite 
camping trip. The troop normally camps in 
Adirondack shelters. It is extremely important to have 
the correct gear for this trip. 

 

 

 

http://www.troop497.org/album/album0809/06 Sequassen Visit/2009-06F-031.JPG
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Canoeing 

The gear required for a canoeing trip depends on if the trip 
will be a day trip, an overnight trip or a multi-day trip.  

For a day trip, the troop will normally camp at a 
campground and rent canoes from a canoe outfitter. The 
troop sets up camp on Friday night, has breakfast Saturday 
morning, launches canoes in the morning, stops for lunch 
somewhere on the river and then finishes the trip sometime 
in the afternoon.  

For an overnight trip, the troop will could camp at a 
campground and rent canoes from a canoe outfitter. The troop sets up camp on Friday 
night, has breakfast Saturday morning, launches canoes in the morning, stops for lunch 
somewhere on the river and then later stops to set up camp and eat dinner on the river. 
On Sunday, the troop finishes the trip sometime in the morning. 

 
Hiking 

The troop often hikes on the camping trips.  Most of these 
hikes are on easy to moderate trails. It is important to 
remember that, if there is, or was precipitation, the trails will 
be muddy and the scout probably will get wet. Always have a 
second pair of footwear and plenty of socks. It also is handy 
to have a few small shopping bags. In case your boots get wet, 
you can dry your feet, put on dry socks, put your feet in the 
plastic bags and then put on your wet boots. Your feet should 
stay dry.   

 

Backpacking 

The troop sometimes has a backpacking trip. The older 
scouts will normally use full backpacks (not day packs) and 
sleep out on the trail. They will bring, as a patrol, all their own 
food and gear to prepare their meals, including clean up. They 
sleep in sleeping bags under a tarp instead of tents. Water is 
collected from streams and purified using either a water 
purifier or by boiling. The younger scouts will do a day hike. 
They take day packs and cook a lunch on the trail. The 
younger scouts will camp in a campground in tents.  
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Biking 

Unless told otherwise, a camping trip that involves biking will 
be in conjunction with a tent camping trip. Scouts will leave 
from the campsite and ride together over a previously agreed 
upon course. Specific mountain bikes or road bikes are not 
required. The troop might decide to do a multi-day trip, 
camping along the trail. Arrangements might be made to 
move troop and personal gear rather than carry it on the 
bikes.  

Survivor 

The Survivor camping trip is performed as part of a cabin 
camping trip. This trip is loosely patterned around the 
television show “Survivor,” as a test of scout skills necessary 
up to and including first class rank, but all scouts participate. 
There are also questions about troop history. A scout can 
prepare himself by knowing the information in his scout 

handbook. There is also a scouting skills board game to test his knowledge. It is a game 
with a purpose. 

 Wilderness Survival 

The purpose of this camping trip is to help scouts earn their 
wilderness survival Merit badge. The scouts will sleep in tents 
on Friday night. On Saturday the scouts will receive instruction 
and participate in wilderness survival activities. They will build 
natural survival shelters and sleep in them on Saturday night.  

 

 

Orienteering / MASOC 

The May camping trip is normally aligned with the Mid 
Atlantic Scout Orienteering Championship (MASOC) 
coordinated by the Delaware Valley Orienteering Association 
(DVOA). This has been held at French Creek State Park in 
Pennsylvania.  
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 Beach Camping 

The troop sometime camps near or on a beach, such as Cape 
Henlopen or Assateague. Due to the harsh sun it must be 
emphasized that the necessity that the use of sunscreen is 
paramount on this trip.  

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Ffc09.deviantart.net%2Ffs9%2Fi%2F2006%2F145%2F5%2Fc%2FPalm_Tree_by_lego_lass.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Flego-lass.deviantart.com%2Fart%2FPalm-Tree-33810286&h=873&w=688&tbnid=-CYE_2LiEJaPrM%3A&zoom=1&docid=1btwgtF1kP7lsM&ei=NHMFVKHHItiNNvv2gIAN&tbm=isch&ved=0CFYQMygZMBk&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1204&page=3&start=25&ndsp=15


P A T R O L  R E S O U R C E  B O O K  

 

14 

Chapter 4 Glossary of Scouting Terms 

This chapter lists terms and acronyms that are used by scouters and scouts. We are 
excited to add more terms and acronyms. If you don’t see it here, ask and we will add it 
to the list. 

 

activities and civic service committee. The council or district committee responsible for 

planning, promoting and operating activities. 

advanced training. In-depth training for experienced adult leaders, such as Wood Badge. 

advancement. The process by which a Boy Scout meets certain requirements and earns 

recognition. 

Alpha Phi Omega (APO). A coeducational service fraternity organized in many colleges and 

universities. It was founded on the principles of the Scout Oathand Law. 

Aquatics Instructor, BSA. A five-year certification awarded to an adult who satisfactorily 

completes the aquatics section at a BSA National Camping School. 

area director. A professional Scouter on a regional staff who relates to and works with an area 

president in giving direct service to local councils. 

area president. The ranking elected volunteer officer in an area who heads the area committee. 

Arrowhead Honor. A recognition given to commissioners who have completed 

specific training projects. 

 

 

 

 

Arrow of Light Award.   
Highest rank in Cub Scouting. The only Cub Scout badge that may be 

worn on the Boy Scout uniform. 

 

 

 

assistant patrol leader (APL). A Boy Scout in the patrol appointed by the patrol leader to help 

him and to take his place in his absence. 

assistant Scoutmaster (ASM).  

 A commissioned volunteer Scouter, 18 or older, who helps the Scoutmaster by 

working with the troop and with a new-Scout patrol, Varsity Scout team, or 

Venture patrol. 

 

assistant senior patrol leader (ASPL).  

A troop youth leader, usually in larger troops, who helps the senior patrol leader 

with details of his role. 

Baden-Powell, Robert Stephenson Smyth. Founder of the worldwide Scouting 

movement. Known as Lord Baden-Powell of Gilwell, Chief Scout of the World, 

and B-P. 

Be Prepared. The motto of Boy Scouting. 

Chapter 
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http://clipart.usscouts.org/library/bsa_cub_scouts/arrow_of_light_insignia/arrow_of_light6_color.gif
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.angelfire.com%2Fma3%2Faal%2Fboyscouts%2Fimages%2Fsmastera.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.angelfire.com%2Fma3%2Faal%2Fboyscouts%2Fbsa.html&docid=xw_nZ5wUy0B2PM&tbnid=eSOK3w4n97YLbM%3A&w=800&h=796&ei=kRUFVIKFNIqpyASmqoD4Bw&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscoutermom.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fassistant-senior-patrol-leader.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fscoutermom.com%2F587%2Fassistant-senior-patrol-leader%2F&docid=DE1BFVgflqaC4M&tbnid=KbLShs1qofWWqM%3A&w=300&h=297&ei=kxcFVOzaMMqQyASH-YHwAg&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
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board of review. A review held to determine if a Boy Scout has satisfactorily completed rank 

requirements. 

Boy Scout. A registered youth member of a Boy Scout troop or one registered as a Lone Scout. 

Must have completed the fifth grade and be 11 years old, or have earned the Arrow of Light 

Award but not yet be 18 years old. 

Boy Scouts of America (BSA). A nationwide organization founded February 8, 1910, and 

chartered by the U.S. Congress June 15, 1916. 

Boysô Life magazine. The magazine for all boys, published by the Boy Scouts of America. 

Bronze Palm. An Eagle Scout may receive this recognition by earning five additional merit 

badges and completing certain other requirements. 

Brotherhood membership. The second and final induction phase of membership in the Order 

of the Arrow. 

BSA Lifeguard.  

 A three-year certification awarded to Boy Scouts who meet prescribed 

requirements in aquatics skills. 

 

 

BSA Mission Statement. The mission of the Boy Scouts of America is to prepare young people 

to make ethical and moral choices over their lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the 

Scout Oath and Law. 

buddy system. One part of the Safe Swim Defense plan. Swimmers of like ability are paired, 

check in and out of the water together, and stay within 10 feet of each other during a swim. The 

buddy system is also used in other Scouting activities for safety reasons. 

budget plan. A method used by a troop to develop thrift habits. A yearly budget is established 

and weekly dues are agreed upon. 

bugler.  

 An appointed youth position in a Boy Scout troop. 

 

 

 

camping director. The Scouter responsible for development of the year-round camping 

program of the council. 

camporee. A district or council troop activity to demonstrate the techniques of living in camp. 

campsite. A troop or patrol outdoor home for an overnight or long-term camp. 

captain. The youth leader of a Varsity Scout team. 

charter. The Boy Scouts of America was granted a federal charter in 1916 to provide a 

program of character development, citizenship training, and mental and physical fitness for all 

boys. The BSA issues charters annually to approved community organizations to operate 

Scouting units. 

chartered organization. A religious, civic, fraternal, educational, or other community 

organization that has applied for and received a charter to operate a Scouting unit. Troop 70ôs 

chartered organization is Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church 

chartered organization representative (COR). A manager of Scouting in a chartered 

organization 

who also represents the organization in the local council and district. Troop 70ôs COR is Mr. 

Andreas 

charter presentation. A formal ceremony at which the charter, Scouter commissions, and 

membership certificates are presented to organization authorities and members of the unit. 

charter renewal. An annual meeting attended by the chartered organization representative, 

head of the chartered organization, troop leaders, and unit commissioner 

for the purpose of completing the charter application 

and making plans for the charter presentation. 

Chief Scout Executive (CSE). The top-ranking professional Scouter of the Boy Scouts of 

America. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftroop9stamford.org%2FLeadership%2Fjl-buglr.gif&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Ftroop9stamford.org%2FLeadership%2FBoy%2520Leadership-jobs.htm&docid=uNuA7LGOMYy5NM&tbnid=71wy0j66Dn7sSM%3A&w=245&h=243&ei=NBcFVOH7AZatyASeoYLgDg&ved=0CAIQxiAwAA&iact=c
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Coach. The adult leader of a Varsity Scout team. 

cocaptain. An assistant youth leader of a Varsity Scout team. 

commissioner. A volunteer Scouter who works with troops to help them succeed. In addition to 

the council commissioner, there are district commissioners, assistant district commissioners, 

roundtable commissioners, and unit commissioners. 

council. An administrative body chartered to be responsible for Scouting in a designated 

geographic territory. Troop 70ôs Council is Del-Mar-Vaô 

council president. The elected volunteer Scouter who heads the council and chairs the 

executive board. 

council service center. The business center for the local administration of Scouting. 

council shoulder patch (CSP)  

 The patch worn on the scoutôs left shoulder that identifies the council that 

his troop belongs to. Commemorative CSPs for the Del-Mar-Va council 

also exist and look different from the standard CSP shown  

Del-Mar -Va council. Troop 70ôs council that encompasses the Delmarva peninsula and 

contains all the troops from Delaware, some troops from Maryland and some troops from 

Virginia 

den chief. 

 A Boy Scout or Varsity Scout who helps direct the activities of a Cub Scout den. 

 

 

 

 

Distinguished Eagle Scout Award. A recognition bestowed upon a man who received the 

Eagle Scout Award 25 or more years ago and has made an unusual contribution to his 

community. 

Distinguished Service Award.  

 Presented to Order of the Arrow members who have rendered outstanding 

service to the Order on a section, area, regional, or national basis. 

 

 

district. A geographic administrative unit within a council. The name of Troop 70ôs district is 

Powder Mill 

District Award of Merit.  

 A recognition for Scouters who give noteworthy service to youth at the 

district level. 

 

 

district committee. A group of key volunteer Scouters who, through the chartered 

organization, work to ensure the success of the units. 

district committee chairman. The executive officer of the district committee. 

district executive. A professional Scouter who works under the direction of the council Scout 

executive to support the units and act as an adviser to the volunteer leaders in the district. 

Eagle Scout rank.   
highest rank for Scouts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eagle Scout Award. The highest recognition for Scouts. 

Eagletter. A periodical published for members of the National Eagle Scout Association. 
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executive board. The National Executive Board is the governing body of the Boy Scouts of 

America. There is an executive board in each council which is the policymaking body at the 

local level. 

field director (FD). A professional Scouter who is responsible for three or more district 

executives. 

Fifty -Miler Award.   
A recognition given to Scouts who have taken part in a wilderness trip of at 

least 50 consecutive miles over at least five consecutive days and fulfill 

requirements for group service projects on the trip. 

 

 

Firemôn Chit.  

A recognition given to Scouts who know and understand fire 

safety rules. 

  

 

 

First Class rank.  

The rank above Second Class and below Star in Boy Scout advancement. 

 

 

 

 

 

Freedom Trail Troop 70ôs previous district which was dissolved and reorganized. Troop 70ôs 

current district is name Powder Mill. 

Friends of Scouting (FOS).  

An annual opportunity for Scouters and interested people in the 

community to be identified with the local council through their financial 

support and influence in the expansion of the council program. Enrollees 

are known as ñFriends.ò 

Gilwell Park. The training center of the British Scout Association and the original homesite of 

Wood Badge training. Located in Epping Forest, England. 

God and Country program series. A series of religious emblems presented to Scouts of the 

Protestant faiths. 

Gold Palm. An Eagle Scout who holds the Bronze Palm may receive this recognition by 

earning five additional merit badges and completing certain other requirements. 

Good Turn. A single act of service to others. A distinctive feature of Scouting is its emphasis 

on service to others. The Good Turn habit is one that all Scouts endeavor to acquire. 

Heroism Award. (discontinued) 

  A lifesaving award presented to a registered youth member or 

adult leader who has demonstrated heroism and skill in saving or 

attempting to save life at minimum risk to self. 

 

high adventure. Refers to National Council or local council high-adventure activities or 

programs for older Scouts. Most of the programs are listed in the publication Passport to High 

Adventure. 

Historic Trails Award.  

 An award that may be earned by members of a troop for hiking a trail 

listed in Nationally Approved Historic Trails and completing a project 

related to the trail. 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fgswcbsa.doubleknot.com%2FOrgHeaders%2F45%2Ffos.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doubleknot.com%2Fsupport%2Ffriends-of-scouting%2F17383&h=63&w=113&tbnid=1FovVOovbjN-EM%3A&zoom=1&docid=S24X7lK3VRlaLM&ei=9OAEVLXUOZS4ggTbk4KABw&tbm=isch&ved=0CF4QMygtMC0&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1515&page=5&start=45&ndsp=12
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Honor Medal.  

A lifesaving award presented to Scouts and Scouters who have 

shown heroism, resourcefulness, and skill in saving or attempting to 

save life at great risk of their own. May be presented with crossed 

palms in cases of exceptional skill or resourcefulness and extreme 

risk to self. Presented by the NationalCourt of Honor. 

 

HornadayAwards. 

William T. Hornaday Awards are given to Scouts, 

units, and Scouters for distinguished service in 

conservation. 

 

 

instructor. A person who can instruct others on parts of the Scouting program. 

investiture. A ceremony placing the responsibilities of an office or a rank upon an individual. 

jamboree. A term chosen by Baden-Powell to describe the first international gathering of 

Scouts camping together in London in 1920. The term is restricted to indicate a national or 

world jamboree. 

Journey to Excellence. Recognition given each charter year to troops that commit to and meet 

specified national standards pertaining to leader training, service, advancement, camping, and 

membership growth. 

junior assistant Scoutmaster (JASM).  

 
 An appointed office open to Scouts 16 years of age and older. There is no limit to 

the number of junior assistant Scoutmasters a troop may have. 

 

Key 3.  (1) The council Key 3: the council president, council commissioner, and Scout 

executive; 

 (2) the district Key 3: the district chairman, district commissioner, and district 

executive. 

Klondike derby. A competitive event conducted by patrols to demonstrate proficiency in 

Scouting skills, traditionally conducted in the winter. 

Leave No Trace. A common sense set of guidelines that allows Scouts to camp, hike, and take 

part in related outdoor activities in ways that are environmentally sound and considerate to 

others using the same areas.  

Life Scout rank.  

 The rank above Star and below Eagle Scout in Boy Scout advancement. 

 

 

 

 

  

lodge.  

 A local council Order of the Arrow group chartered annually by the National 

Council. DelMarVaôs lodge is named Nentego 

 

 

Lone Scout.  

 A Boy Scout who, unable to join a troop because of unusual conditions, follows 

the program as an individual under the leadership of a Lone Scout friend and 

counselor. 

 

long-term camping. A camping experience consisting of five or more consecutive days and 

nights in the outdoors. 
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Medal of Merit.  

  An award presented to Scouts who put into practice the skills 

and ideals of Scouting through some great act of service; need not 

involve a rescue or risk to self. 

 

 

membership inventory. Part of the charter renewal process when the activity of a unit during 

the past year is reviewed; usually held along with a uniform inspection. 

merit badge. A recognition given to a Scout for completing the requirements for the badge. 

merit badge counselor. A registered adult volunteer who is expert in a merit badge field, has 

the ability to work effectively with Scouts, and certifies that requirements are met. 

Mile Swim, BSA.  

 A recognition given to Scouts to encourage their development of physical fitness 

and stamina through swimming. 

 

 

 

National Camping Award. A recognition awarded to a Boy Scout troop or Varsity Scout team 

for completing a certain number of days and nights of camping on either an annual or a 

cumulative basis. The award also recognizes cumulative achievement in number of campouts 

by individual Scouts and Scouters. 

National Camping School. A training experience for key summer camp staff of council 

camps.  

National Council. The corporate membership chartered by the United States Congress to 

operate the program of the Boy Scouts of America; made up of all elected members of the 

National Executive Board, members of regional executive committees, elected local council 

representatives, elected members at large, and elected (nonvoting) honorary members. 

National Court of Honor. A committee of the BSA that is responsible for administering 

lifesaving awards, meritorious action awards, and distinguished service awards. 

National Eagle Scout Association (NESA) 

This group provides an opportunity for all Eagle Scouts to retain identification 

with Scouting through service to the local council in which they live. 

 

 

 

 

national office. The administrative offices of the Boy Scouts of America. Address is 1325 

West Walnut Hill Lane, P.O. Box 152079, Irving, TX 75015-2079. Phone number is 972-580-

2000. Web page address is http://www.scouting.org.Often improperly referred to as ñhome 

office.ò 

national Order of the Arrow conference (NOAC). A biennial conference designed to 

improve program and leadership skills of all Arrowmen. 

National Outdoor Award  

This program, conceived by the National Camping Task Force of the BSA®, 

includes a series of five badges designed to recognize a Boy Scout or Varsity 

Scout who has exemplary knowledge and experience in performing high-level 

outdoor activities. 

 

 

National Presidentôs Scoutmaster Award of Merit. (discontinued, replaced by Unit Leaderôs 

award of Merit) Awarded by the National Eagle Scout Association to Scoutmasters who make a 

significant contribution to boysô achievement of the Eagle Scout rank. 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT). A six-day training course for youth leaders 

conducted at the council level.  

http://www.scoutingnewsroom.org/press-releases/boy-scouts-america-names-national-eagle-scout-association-nesa-scholarship-recipients/
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National Advanced Youth Leadership Experience (NAYLE).  

A weeklong training experience conducted at Philmont Scout Ranch using the skills taught at 

National Youth Leadership Training (NYLT). 

new-Scout conference. The Scoutmaster meets with each new Scout in the troop to get 

acquainted, discuss Scouting, and welcome the boy into the troop. Held as soon as possible 

after the boy joins. 

New Scout Patrol Troop 70ôs New scout patrols were (are) 

   2013-2014: Nuclear Llamas 

   2014-2015: Ninja Squirrels 

Okpik. The winter camping program offered by the 

Northern Tier National High Adventure Program. 

Ordeal membership. The induction phase of membership in the Order of the Arrow. 

Order of the Arrow (OA). Scoutingôs national honor society, the members of which have been 

chosen by their peers for their Scouting spirit and camping ability. 

orienteering. A cross-country race to reach a destination and certain checkpoints along the way 

with the use of a map and compass. 

patrol. A group of five to eight boys who belong to a troop and work together in and out of 

troop meetings. Troop 70 has 3 patrols, the Warriors, the Braves and the New Scout Patrol 

whose name is chosen by the patrol members each year. 

patrol leader (PL). The youth leader of the patrol,elected by its members. 

patrol leadersô council (PLC). Each patrol leader, representing his patrol, meets with the other 

patrol leaders and the senior patrol leader to plan their troop program. The Scoutmaster acts as 

an adviser. 

Paul Bunyan Woodsman. 

 A recognition given to a Scout who safely demonstrates skill with a long-handled 

ax. 

 

Pedro. The long-eared, four-footed mailburro of theñHitchinô Rackò column in Boysô Life 

magazine. 

Philmont Scout Ranch. National high-adventure base covering over 137,000 acres in northern 

New Mexico. Includes a center for volunteer training. Address is Cimarron, NM 87714. 

Powder Mill District Troop 70ôs district 

professional. A registered, full-time employee of the Boy Scouts of America who has 

successfully completed formal training at the Center for Professional Development. 

rank. There are six ranks for Boy Scouts: Tenderfoot, Second Class, First Class, Star, Life, and 

Eagle Scout. 

region. One of four large geographical administrative units of the BSA: Central Region, 

Southern Region, Western Region, and Northeast Region. 

registration. The payment of an annual registration fee; one of the requirements for 

membership in the Boy Scouts of America. 

roundtable. A monthly program-planning and morale building meeting for adult leaders. 

roundup. A program to stimulate member-to-nonmember invitation to join a Scout troop. 

Safe Swim Defense. A plan with eight defenses for safe swimming. 

Safety Afloat. Guidelines for safe troop activity afloat in craft less than 26 feet long. 

School Night for Scouting. A one-night event in a neighborhood school, church, or other 

community center where boys and parents gather to hear and see how Scouting operates and 

how they can join. 

Scouter. A registered adult member of the BSA who serves in a volunteer or professional 

capacity. 

Scouterôs Key.  
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Recognition given to a troop leader or commissioner for completing 

training, tenure, and performance requirements. 

 

 

 

 

Scouterôs Training Award.  

 A recognition for adults who hold positions other than that of 

Scoutmaster or commissioner, who are trained, and who give service to Scouting. 

 

 

Scout executive (SE). The professional staff leader and secretary of a local council. 

Scouting Anniversary Week. The week, beginning on Sunday, that includes February 8, 

Scouting Anniversary Day. 

Scouting distributor. A firm licensed by the national BSA Supply Division to stock and sell 

official Scouting merchandise. 

Scouting magazine. The official magazine for all Scouters. It helps interpret the program, 

stimulate action, and strengthen a desire to serve. 

Scouting movement. An idea started by Lord Baden-Powell, based on the conviction that boys 

can live up to a code of conduct and can develop themselves physically, mentally, and 

spiritually through a program of activities and advancement challenges in association 

with other boys under the leadership of adults. 

Scoutmaster.  

 The commissioned volunteer leader, 21 or older, of a Boy Scout troop; appointed 

by the chartered organization. 

 

 

Scoutmaster conference. A distinctive feature of the troop advancement plan in which a 

Scoutmaster helps a Scout accept responsibility for his own growth towardeach rank. 

Scoutmasterôs Minute. A part of the closing ceremony of a troop meeting or campfire in 

which the Scoutmaster uses a brief story to inspire Scoutlike conduct. 

scribe.  

 An appointed officer in the troop or patrol who keeps the troop or patrol records. 

 

 

 

Second Class rank.  

The rank above Tenderfoot in Boy Scout advancement. 

 

 

 

 

senior patrol leader (SPL).  

 The elected boy leader who runs the troop meetings and the patrol leadersô 

council  meetings, with the guidance of the Scoutmaster. 

 

 

service patrol. The name given to a patrol that has accepted an extra work assignment for the 

good of the troop. 

service star.  

An insignia worn over the left shirt pocket of the uniform to denote number of years 

of service. The color of the backing denotes what the type of service 

Orange: Tiger Cub youth tenure 1997-2001 only 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&docid=7v0bUlAxmDs8pM&tbnid=Yig4BEI7ke2I-M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftroop310.cyberpuppi.com%2FScoutmaster_Minutes.htm&ei=-BQFVIaAOcOiyATa7YGgBg&bvm=bv.74115972,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGa8fNBuIWkxTPWAyjajgCjdMTaAw&ust=1409705564561099
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westford.com%2Ftroop159%2Fv2%2FLeadership_positions%2FSeniorPatrolLeader.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.westford.com%2Ftroop159%2Fv2%2FLeadership_positions%2FSenior_Patrol_Leader.html&docid=QaXWG3wOP8rVeM&tbnid=5OuX9MV8yOF_gM&w=326&h=330&ei=WRYFVL3dBYGlyATQ34CYDA&ved=0CAkQxiAwBw&iact=c
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.troop254lenoir.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2011%2F07%2Fscribe.png&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.troop254lenoir.org%2Fnews%2Ftroop-leadership-positions-2014%2F&docid=K79EE-zAnpMc_M&tbnid=lE_oRJVT8uUavM%3A&w=411&h=416&ei=uRYFVISsHY3JggTW8ID4CQ&ved=undefined&iact=c
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Yellow: Cub Scouting youth tenure 

    Green: Boy Scout youth tenure 

     Brown: Varsity Scout youth tenure 

     Red: Venturer/ Sea Scout youth tenure 

     Light Blue: Adult tenure in any program or total tenure (youth and adult) 

Silver Antelope Award. 

A recognition given by the National Court of Honor to a Scouter for 

distinguished service to youth within the region. 

 

 

 

 

Silver Beaver Award.  

A recognition given by the National Court of Honor for distinguished 

service to youth within the council. 

 

 

Silver Buffalo Award.  

A recognition given by the National Court of Honor for distinguished 

service to youth on a national level. 

 

 

Silver Palm. An Eagle Scout who holds the Gold Palm may receive this recognition by earning 

five additional merit badges and completing certain other requirements. 

Snorkeling, BSA.  

 A recognition given to Scouts to encourage the development of aquatics skills that 

promote fitness and recreation. 

 

 

squad. A Varsity Scout team subdivision that consists of four to eight members. 

Star rank.  

The rank above First Class and below Life in Boy Scout advancement. 

 

 

 

 

Supply Division. The arm of the Boy Scouts of America that supplies official uniforms, 

equipment, and literature to the field. 

swimmer test. A specific set of tests to ascertain a minimum level of swimming ability 

required for deep-water swimming. 

team. The unit that conducts Varsity Scouting for the chartered organization. 

Tenderfoot rank.  

The first rank in the Boy Scout advancement program. 

 

 

 

 

tenure. A term used to describe the length of service and membership in Scouting. 

Totinô Chip. A recognition given to Scouts who subscribe to the Outdoor Code and understand 

and can demonstrate the proper handling, care, and use of woods tools. 



P A T R O L  R E S O U R C E  B O O K  

 

23 

tour permit. Permit designed to assist troops in planning safe, healthful, and enjoyable trips 

and to ensure that proper procedures will be followed in case of emergency. 

training course. A series of training experiences designed to help a leader understand his or 

her position.  

troop. The unit that conducts Boy Scouting for the chartered organization. 

troop committee. The committee appointed by the chartered organization to administer the 

affairs of the troop. 

troop instructor. An older troop member proficient both in a Scouting skill and in the ability 

to teach that skill to others. 

uniform. Distinctive clothing worn by Scouts and Scouters. 

unit. Term used to designate any one of the following: patrol, troop, squad, or team. 

Unit  Leaderôs Award of merit.  

Awarded to Scoutmasters, Cubmaster, Varsity Coach or Venturing 

Advisor for leading a quality by meeting certain requirements. 

 

 

Varsity Scout. A registered youth member of a Varsity Scout team who is at least 14 but not 

yet 18 years of age. 

Venture patrol. An optional older-boy patrol (ages 13 through 17) within a Scout troop. 

Venturing. A stand-alone program of the BSA for young men and women ages 14 through 20 

who have completed the eighth grade and who subscribe to the Venturing Oath and Code. 

Venturing crew. The unit that conducts Venturing for the chartered organization; its members 

are called Venturers. 

veteran. A recognition status accorded to members of Scouting who have served five years or 

more. Troops can also achieve veteran status and may display veteran insignia on their flag. 

Vigil Honor. A recognition for distinguished service in the Order of the Arrow. 

volunteer. A registered individual who donates service,time, and/or funds to support the 

program of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Webelos den chief. An older Scout who has been appointed to help direct the activities of a 

Webelos den. 

Webelos-to-Scout plan. The preparation and passage of a boy from Cub Scouting to Boy 

Scouting. 

whole Scouting family. When an organization is chartered to operate a Cub Scout pack, a Boy 

Scout troop, a Varsity Scout team, and a Venturing crew. 

Wilderness Use Policy. An official plan that outlines the size limit, skill level, and conduct of 

any Scouting group going into backcountry or wilderness areas. 

Wood Badge.  

 Scoutingôs premiere training course where scouters learn the skills 

and methods of Scouting. 

 

 

 

World Conservation Award.  

 An award emphasizing the importance of our natural resources and our 

interdependence with other countries in fulfilling our mutual needs. 

 
 

 

World Friendship Fund. The means by which Scouts and Scouters in the United States can 

provide material and equipment to help Scouts and Scouting around the world. 

World Scout Bureau. The secretariat that carries out the instructions of the World Scout 

Conference and the World Scout Committee. The head office is in Geneva, Switzerland. 
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World Crest.  

Worn by all scouts to show membership in the World Organization of Scouting 

Movement (WOSM). Previously, this was an international award earned by 

participating in a meaningful international Scouting experience. 
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Chapter 5 Resources and Scouting Links 

This section contains websites with more information  

Camping Location Websites  

Florida Sea Base    http://bsaseabase.org/  
Northern Tier     http://ntier.org/ 
Philmont Scout Ranch    http://philmontscoutranch.org/ 
Summit Bechtel Reserve High Adventure 
http://summitbsa.org/programs/national-high-adventure-base/summit-experience/ 
 
Ockanickon    http://www.ockanickon.org/  
Broad Creek Memorial SR http://www.broadcreekbsa.org/ 
Hawk Mountain  http://www.hmc-bsa.org/camping 
Horseshoe SR   http://cccbsa.org/camping-news 
Resica Falls SR  http://www.colbsa.org/resica-falls-scout-reservation/resica-falls-scout-
reservation.html 
Musser SR http://www.colbsa.org/musser-scout-reservation/musser-scout-reservation.html 
Akridge SR http://www.delmarvacouncil.org/akridge-scout-reservation/35361 
Henson SR http://www.delmarvacouncil.org/henson-scout-reservation/9338 
Rodney SR http://www.delmarvacouncil.org/rodney-scout-reservation/9340 
Halgas SR http://www.gardenstatescouting.org/halgas 
Pine Hill SR http://www.gardenstatescouting.org/pinehill 
Roosevelt SR http://www.gardenstatescouting.org/rsr 
Pouch SR http://www.pouchcamp.org/ 
Camp Minsi http://www.campminsi.org/ 
Camp NoBeBoSco http://www.nobebosco.org/ 
Conewago SR http://newbirthoffreedom.org/conewago/ 
Delaware State Parks http://www.destateparks.com/ 
Gettysburg National Historical Park http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm 
Pennsylvania State Parks http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/stateparks/ 
Valley Forge National Historical Park http://www.nps.gov/vafo/index.htm 
 
 
 

Scouting Information  Websites  

My Scouting login    http://www.myscouting.org/ 
National Eagle Scout Association  http://nesa.org/ 
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DelMarVa Council Website   http://www.delmarvacouncil.org/ 
Powder Mill District Website 
http://www.delmarvacouncil.org/OpenRosters/View_Homepage.aspx?orgkey=1521 
Order of the Arrow    http://oa-bsa.org/ 
Scouting Magazine    http://scoutingmagazine.org/ 
Troopmaster web login 
https://www.troopmasterweb2.com/038690T/(S(iov5cc55xogjbsykkfzpywnb))/WebLogIn.aspx 
US Scouting Service Project   http://usscouts.org/ 
Troop 70      http://troop70peacemakers.com/ 

 

Cooking Websites  

Byron’s Dutch Oven Website   http://papadutch.home.comcast.net/~papadutch/ 
Dutch Oven Recipes from Scoutorama   http://www.scoutorama.com/recipe/ 
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